


Stephen 7. Mather sponsored durdng his admine
istration as the first Direotor of the lervice,
To establish the eonneotion of ¢ hese earlier
and genarel background propossls with the pro-
posal succeasfully advanced in 1933 for the
creation of a mountain parioray between the
Great Smoly Mountaing and Shenandoah National
Parks would require long and extended ressarche®

I understamxi that the request for this information was
based upon an inquiry sent to you by an isheville, Horth Carolina,
aowspapare hile, as ¥r, Young states, 1t would require long and
extondod rssearch to establish the connaction of the sarlier and
genseral background proposals with the proposal successfully ade
vanced in 1933 for the creation of a mountain parkway betwgen the
Lreat Jaoky dountains and shenandoah Hational Parks, it is hoped
that this information will enable you to reply to the inquiry
recaived by you.

“ith best regards,
sincerely yours,
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Mllory 4s Tolson
Acting Tirector

Copy to: Rege Dir., Region One (2)
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

April 27, 195i.

ir, B, I, Moomaw, President,
3lue iHidze Parkway Associated Chambers of Commerce,

o]

153 Kirk Avenue, £, W., _H__&
Roangke 1, Virzinia, £
Pear Dens o
'
7/

/ r/_\\
This refers to ysur le't;ér ol\iig 26 rsgarding the be;zinninzs
of tie ilue ildge Parimay zroject. I xa not sure Yhat I know all about this,
The Yeneravle Jesre %adcllf"e was 6\:;‘.' =an of the/ regional PYA Advisory

1

Comaittee. Coon afterwards ne was Juo%, Senzt a Maryland,

In addltion to/cvﬁ\"r\ Committge, Hob Preston, you and I, i
recall the following as be 7/, 71t u_u,. 52
Colonel Hodzes and a"ton arota,. HRonz +idk jor T’lﬂ._. 7, NOW en eral

Jlening, Sxecutive TEf31 irer 7‘“ P, andNg Believn jeatlonan ‘o.‘a caryland
it Cenateor Radelilfe, ".‘)(war «1'= I \.L;\{z whrecall, Senator 2yrd was nob at
e "7'1“ 2on taal /*1,' I ﬂl\eve tihos ~o<~s;‘z7u.1 ¥ 2. tie ariceay was ».aSC.lS sed
2t tre Inncizea and “enater l{i*a uoo{ ctusiderable interesv ia it, 1 also
;elieve -,:‘-at 5111 1s/f<>s.,art.,on\:n e&.t* ;ra oroi 22l artproached the matter
with the f?res.;.dergi ,xfeh\:tne,, sad Win“wt 3/CCC Camp in tie Shenandoah Pari,

, v \\_/"

Y 1ittle latarma oy office was requested to grecare an estiate
qt and 2 me‘&;od of findneidy., 2till a it later ofricials in Tennessee

] b} ~

Then Tenater By‘rd called 2 .:"eet;.b in t-e

tives « taen decJed tb ask Tar tie :r':;dcu ,s a
“aderal sint Ztate-redersl proposition or as 2 toll
road, Still later syovasly .,e'u.t r Fadeilife ot tue President to lhave lecretary
Ickesmake %tie initial aliccation ol Iive or six million to tae =wroject,

I shall be 21ad to te sut strailzlit on any debails wihere I lhave
cone istray, If I can ke of furtier service kindly let me know,

With warn resards and every ood wish,

Sincerely yours,

Anderson, CoimnisszC»ner.

(=4
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The Roanoke Times

9/11/51

a toll road with a view of having

LEILLERS 10 EDITOR

The Reader Speaks

Senator Byrd Gwen Credit For
First Suggesting To President
Roosevelt Building Of Blue
Ridge Parkway To Peaks Oof
Otter.

I have just read with a good.

deal of interest the editorial in
Saturday’s Times entitled “Lift
Up Thine Eyes Unto the Hills.”
You say in this editorial that,
when President Franklin D.
Roosevelt paid his first visit
to the Shenandoah National
Park, “someone in the party”
suggested the possibility of a
mountain drive or parkway con-.
necting the Shenandoah Na-
tional Park in Virginia with the
Great Smoky National Park in
North Carolina and Tennessee.
I happen to know that this
‘“‘someone” was Senator Harry
¥. Byrd who was at that time
on more friendly terms with
‘President Roosevelt than he was
in later years. While Senator
Byrd was Governor of Virginia,
he paid me a visit at my home
in Bedford, and I took him up
$o the Peaks of Otter. He was
so impressed with the beauty of
the scenery there that his sug-
gestion to the President was
“Why not extend it down to the
Peaks of Otter?” The Presi-
dent of course had to be told
about the Peaks of Otter, which
Senator Byrd proceeded to do.
When Senator Byrd’s sugges-
tion was made public, the rep-
resentatives from North Caro-
lina and Tennessee got on the
bandwagon with the idea of
pushing it through to the Gteat .
Smoky Mountains. Gbvernor
Pollard appointed a committee
of five to promote this project,
consisting of Powell Glass and
myself and three other gentle-
men, one of whom was connect-
ed with the Roanoke Times at -
that time. A meeting was held
in Washington, consisting of
this committee, representatives
from the Park Service, the Bu-
reaul of Public Roads and the
Forest Service, and senators and
congressmen from the three
states involved. We suggested
a plan which had been worked
out by General Anderson, the
State Highway Commissioner,
who was then connected with
V. M. I, to bulld this road as

“it pay for itself. The enthusxasm
at the meeting was so strong
that it was decided to build it
not as a toll road but out of
public funds. I remember very
distinctly asking Senator Byrd
as we came out of the meeting
if he thought he could get Con-
gress to appropriate the money .
for this project, which at that
time was estimated at $16,000,-

000. He said it would not be

necessary for Congress to make

any appropriation, that the

President had turned over to

Secretary Ickes many millions of

dollars to be used in putting

unemployed back to work, the

idea beilng to spend ourselves

into prosperity. Senator Byrd

and one of the senators from

North Carolina called on Sec--
retary Ickes and he O. K.'d the

expenditure of the necessary

money, estimated at that time,

to complete the project.

There were many details in
connection with the promotion
of this project which I of course
have not included in this letter,
but I do feel very strongly that
Senator Byrd is entitled to more
credit for the building of this
Parkway than any other one
person. ;

HUNTER MILLER
Richmond, Va., Sept. 10, 1951.



SLUG RIDGE PARKWAY
P. 0. Box 1710
Roanoke 3,Virginia

November 10, 1953

Hon. Barry F. Byrd
United States Senate
‘Aasaington, D.C,

Dear Senator 3yrd:

We ars trying to compile a history of thes Blue Ridge Parkway
and will aprpreciate any assistance you can give us in this undertaking.

A muzmber of versicns, non2 suprorted by any evidence, havs
come down tc us abcut its beginning. One of these is that during the
first visit of President Roosevelt to 3henandoah National Parlc in 1933
7ot suzzested to him that the Skyline Drive be extended tc fGreat Smoky
Mountains Naticnal Park. Another account has it that the suggzestiocn
was made by a representative of the Natioral Park Service on this same
inspection. Still ancther version is offered by Mr. Thecdore E. Straus
of Baltimcre who was at that time with the Public Works Administration
and wno claims the Carkway is his idea, that he nropesed it during a
luncheon at the Executive ¥ansion in September 1933 following a meeting
of the Leamue of Virgiria Municiralities., We believe you were also
rregent at the lunchecn.

It seems more reascnable tc us that the inspecticn of the k-
line Drive suggested the rossibility of a road conrecting Shenandoah and
oreat Smexies, but we have no svidence that this i3 so. If we cculd
establish the dates of tre inspecticn and lunciieon, it might te helnful,
Dc you have any correspgcndence or notes which might assist us?

According tc the best infermaticr we have it was imrediately
after the lunchecn that you were requested by Governor Pollard to head
up a Virginia Committee and at the same time Governor Pollard communi-
cated with the Governors of Narth Carolina and Tennesaee about the
rrolect. ‘ve beliave the thinking at that time was tc build the Parkway
as a joint Federal-Stats project or tell rcad and that it was not until
after a meating called by you in the Senate 0ffice Bullding in Washinzton
which was attended by reoresentatives from the three States involved
and their representatives in Congress that it was decided the road should
te bullt as a Federal highway. was a recom-endation prepared as a result
of this meeting and if sc¢ tc whom was 1t presented? We assume the meet-
ing cccurred prior tc Hdovember 18, 1233 whern Mr. Ickes notified Uirectcr

(5 BRI L, Senes#t Bou 54, a4



Cammerer of the National Park Service that the Praesident had approved
the pronesed Parkway on ths basis that the three States wculd defray
costs of location surveys and acquire and deed to tha Unitsed States
rights-of-way for the Parkway.

As you can see we¢ have just made a start on this job, but you
. Yike %Xilroy sesm to have been averywhere bafors us and we would appre-
ciata your helpr in setiing the history underway.

Sincerely,

San P, Weems
Suverintendent

In durlicata



EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO., CHAIRMAI

WALLACE F. BENNETT, UTAH RUSSELL B. LONG, LA,

WUGH BUTLER, NEBR. WALTER F. GEORGE, GA.

EDWARD MARTIN, PA. HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA.

JOHN J. WILLIAMS, DEL. EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO.

RALPH E. FLANDERS, VT. CLYDE R. HOEY, N. C. .

GEORGE W. MALONE, NEV. ROBERT S. KERR, OKLA. ,-D Py { p { : : ‘

FRANK CARLSON, KANS. J. ALLEN FREAR, JR., DEL. nl e Q eﬁ ena e ( - | i ‘ n
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i !

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE [ S ¥¥‘,
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Curerinteadent { i "
ToiL - !
Winchester, Virginia' . —
December 7, 1953 d

Mr, Sam P, Weems
Syperintendent

Blue Ridge Parkway
P, O, Box 1710
Roanoke 8, Virginia

My dear Mr. Weems:
On my return from Europe I find your letter of November 10,
Here is my recollection of this matter:

When the first CCC camp was dedicated in the Shenandoah
National Park, I was invited to ride with President Roosevelt over
a part of the Skyline Drive that was then completed. I do not know
the exact date of this dedication but you could ascertain it. I
then made the suggestion that I thought it would be a good idea to
connect the Shenandoah Park and the Great Smoky National Park. Mr,
Roosevelt said he thought this was a fine idea but he believed it
should start in Mgine and follow the mountains from there. Later
I understood that he had actually taken it up with the Governor of
Maine and some of the other states and did not receive much encourage-
ment,

Mr. Roosesvelt said I should consult with Secretary Ickes, who
was at the dedication and that if the proper right-of-way was provided
he would allocate funds he had available to begin this construction,

I immediately conferred with Secretary Ickes, and later I was
made Chairman of the Committee to obtain the right-of-way in the three
states involved —- Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee,

So far as I can recall, there was no discussion with respect to
making this a toll road or a joint Federal-State project, but I was
acting at the request of Secretary Ickes and the President, with the
approval of Governcr Pollard, in securing the right—of-way,

As confirmation of this, on December 23, 1933, Secretary Ickes
wrote an article in the Saturday Evening Post, a copy of which I have,
entitled, THE NATIONAL DOMAIN AND THE N&W DEAL, in which he said, in
speaking of the National Parks:

"They should be Joined by great roads. The other day I listened
to Senator Byrd of Virginia as he sketched his vision of a road a hundred

feet wide from the Shenandoah to the Great Smoky National Park, The

<\/< BRPA KRGS, Sevies U, Box 51, Yolde 9



EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO., CHAIRMA

MUGH BUTLER, NEBR. WALTER F. GEORGE, GA.
EDWARD MARTIN, PA. HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA.

JOHMN 1, WILLIAMS, DEL. EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO.

RALPH E. FLANDERS, VT. CLYDE R. HOEY, N. C.

GEORGE W. MALONE, NEV. ROBERT S. KERR, OKLA. *

FRANK CARLSON, RANS. I ALLEN FREAR, IR DL Vlnifed Hiates Henale

WALLACE F. BENNETT, UTAH RUSSELL B. LONG, LA.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

President amplified the picture. He said he would like to see the
road begin at the Canadian border in Vermont and sweep down through
the Green Mountains, through the Berkshires and to the Blue Ridge,
joining the Senatort!s project. This would be a great thing, a great
thing for the interior life of our people., There shouldn't be a
billboard in sight . . . ".

I do not recall the meeting referred to by Mr. Straus.

As Chairman of the Committee on the right—of-way, I received the
active and enthusiastic cooperation from the governors of the three
states, and in a very short time this right-of-way was secured over
entirely new territory where no road then existed, and the deeds were
duly transferred to the Federal Govermment.

I feel certain my recollection is correct, but, if you would
desire me to go over my correspondence, 1 will do so., Hgwever, this
would be quite a job, as it dates back to 1933, and all of my corres-
pondence is filed away in the Senate Office Building.

With best wishes, I gm

Faithfully yours,

!

o




Box 1395

Richmond, Virginia if"‘“’” ntendent _//. XLS DL,
CAeat. vy ' \
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Decerber 10, 1953 _ , ’ﬁ/)ﬁ}ﬂ/'nﬁ !

L vor '

Hunter Miller ; e Y

Mr. Sem ©. Weems, Superinvendent D e
Blue Ridge Parkvey :

Box 1710

Roenoke €, Virginic

Senztor Eyrd has forwzrded tc me your letter of Woverber tenth, ecdvising
thit vou are tryi.z to comrile 2 history cf the Blue Tiidge Pariwsy, cnd
celing Senctor Iyrd for eny essicetence he cen give in thie uncdertiking,
together vith copy of his rexly.

My ver; 2ictine
Prrd rcde with
Drive for the € t
renavor Byrd mede suggesvion thet it be exrtencded further south. My
recollecticn 1s that Sen tor Eyrd firct su?gested tzking it covn t
Pecks of Utler, ze T had recently shown him the Peslig; end then ih
DeOﬂWG from North Csrcline znd Tennessee 6ot on the bzndwegen cnd z:zled
ccre through to the Great Smoly Mountcins. Senstor Byrd mey be
that Eig f¢rfu suggestion vae thet it be ccrtlnued t :rough to

ecticn eboul inis project ies th i, vhern Senctor
ent Doosevelt over ot lesse S
e, the Precident wee sc im

Some repre henta ive of th- hct* “gl Park Service conceived the idea,

Mt certainly so fer zc the public 1s concerned Senzmtor Byrd wes the
Y E

“*vﬁt oi.e to reke the suggestion to the President zbout exterding the

7lire Drive south, and he was recpcnsible for the first sixteen rillion

1loczted for this project.

U)

ﬂ\

Lfter the suggestion wus m de, Governor Pollerd evpointed & committee
conpcsed of Powell Glass of Lynchburg and & gentlemen ccnnected with
the FRoancke Times, then 11’1ng ir Selem, th of whom are row dezd,

znd ryself; there were two other members, ore of whor mey hzove bee“
Jey Johne of Charlottesville.
J

Generel Jomes A. LnGerson, a professcr at V.o M. I., hed et thet time
been lozned to the Federel Government end wes in charge of the P. W. A.
office in Hichmend. FEe and hie office force had worked out three
methods whereby this Parkiey might be constructed: firsit, thed 1t be
built as & toll rozd, the cost of sexe tc be amortlzed by the tclls
coilected; second, thet it be built as a2 joint State end Felersl
project; and, third, thet it be & Feder:tl project entirely.

45QPA/ }2@5’ Series HW’ on 5%\%”&9



Mr. Sam P. Weems
Decembter 10, 1953
Pege Two

.t the request ¢f our committee, Sensztor Byrd errznged @ meeting in
Weshington tc consicder this nroject. A+ that meeting there were
representatives from the three states, Virginia, North Cerolines, end
Lennessee, Mr. Cammerer, then the head of the Netiorel Park Servicé,
the heed cf the Purecu of Purlic Roaas, znd the head of the Forest
service. 1t will be reczlled that =z lot u” thic¢ highwer pzssed through
= censiderztle smount of the Netlonzi Forest vhich hed zlrezdy been
zccuired by the Federel zovernment. Serncior Byrd presided ct thet
meeiling. khen Generel inderscon steted thet he hald these thrq-e plens
wo*ned out, Senctor Byrd szid, "You mey put the first tvo under the

gble, end we will consider only the lest one." There was = greet
deal of enthusizsm from ell pertiec concerned, end it was unerdmousiy
cereed by that group that the Parkvey be built et the expense of the
Federzl government.

When we left that meeting, I recell saying to Senctor Byrd, with whom
I heppened to be welling, "Herry, 2o you think you ctzn get Congress to
wroyriaue s¢yceen rillicn Lcllcrs for this project?®™ to which he

d se Tor anything. Tre Precident
lreedy autho ized qecretazy Icke° te spend many milliens of
dollars to put the unemployed back to work, and this prcject should
come under that hezd.” Ls I further recall it, Enztor Byrd went thet
seme dey to Secretary lckes' cffice znd Secretzry Ickes agreed znd
did C.K. the expenditure of the sixteen gillion cdollars to complete
this project; I believe it was forty thousend dollars & mile.

The condition wes that the three stetes through which this highwey would
pess would furpich the rights of wey. This of course took scome time
cznd, before the work got well under wey, the cost of construction
pyramiced so rapidly that the slxteen million was not nearly enough

to complete the projeect, and whet hes been expended since thet tive

hes been appropristed by Congress from time to time.

There h' ve been severzl efforts mede to prove that persons other thzn
Senztor Byrd ere recspcnsible for the beginning of this rrcject. Some
time £go it wes proposed by representectives from FNorth Cerolina--in fezct,
I believe & bill wes introduced--thet the neme cf the Blue Ridge Parlyey
be chenged to Daughton Perkw:y. It wes seid st thet time that Congress-
man Deughton from North Carolins wes primerily responsible for the
building of this highwey. 1 took the -atter up with Senztor Byrd and
wes prepared to publish z stztement to correct that, but in the reentime
Cengressmen Dzughton asked that the bill be withdrawn, end Senstor
Byrd advised that we not push the matter further.

I cen readily underster@ Senztor Byrd's feilure to recell the sugzestion
that it might be built es & toll roed, as this wes not really discussed
ct the meeting, elthough Generzl Anderson end his force hzd spent some
time working out the plan whereby that might be done. T might =dd thet
I have just discussed this with Generel Enderson, who is now the



Mr. Sem P. Weems
December 10, 1953
Paze ‘hree

Virginis Stete Highwey Commiscioner, and hig recollecticn fully
coincides with mine.

Tre General Assembly of Virginiz, on March 1z, 1936, paszed en zct
euthorizing the State Highwey Depertmert to ecouire the »
wey, by gift, purchese, condemnztion, or otherwise. This

Ju

ct is
putlished in the hcts of the Virgirie Lssembly of 1936, page 279.
I wue 2 merver of the Senzte g% thet time and ascicsted in getting
this bill pessed. If you czre to see this act, it cen no doubt be

Tound in elmost amy & to“rPV'c office in ho;noLe. You will notice
thet this azt refers to the Shenzndceh Greet Smolky Mounteins
Neticnal Parkwey. 1 don't recell when or by wher the neme wes
chenged to the Blue Ridge Parlowey, tut I think it wa: Core by the
Keticnel Perk Service.

14

£ I can give you any further inform:ticn, »lease don't hecitete to
czll on me.

W

Very sincerely yours,

=z
'—l .
’_J

ler.

Hunter

1

cc Honoreble Herry F. Byrd
cc Generel James A. Anderson
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