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.t the request ¢f our committee, Sensztor Byrd errznged @ meeting in
Weshington tc consicder this nroject. A+ that meeting there were
representatives from the three states, Virginia, North Cerolines, end
Lennessee, Mr. Cammerer, then the head of the Netiorel Park Servicé,
the heed cf the Purecu of Purlic Roaas, znd the head of the Forest
service. 1t will be reczlled that =z lot u” thic¢ highwer pzssed through
= censiderztle smount of the Netlonzi Forest vhich hed zlrezdy been
zccuired by the Federel zovernment. Serncior Byrd presided ct thet
meeiling. khen Generel inderscon steted thet he hald these thrq-e plens
wo*ned out, Senctor Byrd szid, "You mey put the first tvo under the

gble, end we will consider only the lest one." There was = greet
deal of enthusizsm from ell pertiec concerned, end it was unerdmousiy
cereed by that group that the Parkvey be built et the expense of the
Federzl government.

When we left that meeting, I recell saying to Senctor Byrd, with whom
I heppened to be welling, "Herry, 2o you think you ctzn get Congress to
wroyriaue s¢yceen rillicn Lcllcrs for this project?®™ to which he

d se Tor anything. Tre Precident
lreedy autho ized qecretazy Icke° te spend many milliens of
dollars to put the unemployed back to work, and this prcject should
come under that hezd.” Ls I further recall it, Enztor Byrd went thet
seme dey to Secretary lckes' cffice znd Secretzry Ickes agreed znd
did C.K. the expenditure of the sixteen gillion cdollars to complete
this project; I believe it was forty thousend dollars & mile.

The condition wes that the three stetes through which this highwey would
pess would furpich the rights of wey. This of course took scome time
cznd, before the work got well under wey, the cost of construction
pyramiced so rapidly that the slxteen million was not nearly enough

to complete the projeect, and whet hes been expended since thet tive

hes been appropristed by Congress from time to time.

There h' ve been severzl efforts mede to prove that persons other thzn
Senztor Byrd ere recspcnsible for the beginning of this rrcject. Some
time £go it wes proposed by representectives from FNorth Cerolina--in fezct,
I believe & bill wes introduced--thet the neme cf the Blue Ridge Parlyey
be chenged to Daughton Perkw:y. It wes seid st thet time that Congress-
man Deughton from North Carolins wes primerily responsible for the
building of this highwey. 1 took the -atter up with Senztor Byrd and
wes prepared to publish z stztement to correct that, but in the reentime
Cengressmen Dzughton asked that the bill be withdrawn, end Senstor
Byrd advised that we not push the matter further.

I cen readily underster@ Senztor Byrd's feilure to recell the sugzestion
that it might be built es & toll roed, as this wes not really discussed
ct the meeting, elthough Generzl Anderson end his force hzd spent some
time working out the plan whereby that might be done. T might =dd thet
I have just discussed this with Generel Enderson, who is now the
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Virginis Stete Highwey Commiscioner, and hig recollecticn fully
coincides with mine.

Tre General Assembly of Virginiz, on March 1z, 1936, paszed en zct
euthorizing the State Highwey Depertmert to ecouire the »
wey, by gift, purchese, condemnztion, or otherwise. This

Ju

ct is
putlished in the hcts of the Virgirie Lssembly of 1936, page 279.
I wue 2 merver of the Senzte g% thet time and ascicsted in getting
this bill pessed. If you czre to see this act, it cen no doubt be

Tound in elmost amy & to“rPV'c office in ho;noLe. You will notice
thet this azt refers to the Shenzndceh Greet Smolky Mounteins
Neticnal Parkwey. 1 don't recell when or by wher the neme wes
chenged to the Blue Ridge Parlowey, tut I think it wa: Core by the
Keticnel Perk Service.
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£ I can give you any further inform:ticn, »lease don't hecitete to
czll on me.
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Very sincerely yours,

=z
'—l .
’_J

ler.

Hunter
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cc Honoreble Herry F. Byrd
cc Generel James A. Anderson
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