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Serztor Byrd has fOrW"E..:::'ded to ffiG :JT'tiY letter of Noverr.bsy tenth, c:c-n.. f::.ng 
thE-t J"'Cll E...T8 tl~'-~~-"':; to c:oEpile 2 his~OD'" of t,.lje Bl~e T:i6ge ?E~rl~­..;E_j-, ~_rJ.:l 

c-s}:~.r:G S£rL:-tOY :B2-Y::J. fC.IT c:.n~," LSSj Etc.L.ee he cGn bi,re in tt2-E "LL."'1cEYt=:,l=ing, 
tog€ -:r:E-r 1-.-ith ccp~'" of r.:.i s re~Jl~r. 

l~f~" Ve.::":1 ~:"~tinc"t ~E'collec-tic:--~ &b~ut ~~i~ proj ec-!.: if tho t, "\-.~ter. SS~ tOT 

F:Tc. ~'cde ·,,--.:I.th Presic.erlt :Soosev::lt oye:.' :::.t lese::. c. pE:.-t of the S}::;:'iliE' 
D:r-ivE for the first tir:l'2, the P:::'esic1ent \.iL2 so irr:pr'esse6 ....:Jb. it t!:-" t 
:::enc..tor EJcrd madE the sll[;gesticn thc,t it be e~:tE:nded f1:rther sOl"th. y~­

recollecti~n if, that SEn tor I':;'7d fi::'st su6besteC'. t:~king it cio;.~r. to t;~E 

Ped:;:, of CJtJ",ST, E..E I had recerltl~, s~w...-n l:im the Peaks; and then tl;e 
people fro!!': North C::,'.rcli115 2.nd TE:r~neSSEE: got on the bE..r.QlJE,.;;on [.nd 2.:::1:fo 
the: tit COI:£ th:::,ough to the Gre2. t 8;:;:.01:y EGllntc:ir:..s. SE'rlEtor Eyre IllcJ be 
ri.;ht in thc:.t his first suggestion t~&C: t~,c·t it be ccr-tiffiled t:soDg~ t=, 
the GreE..t SBok:- MountE..ins. It mE~- be that E:::,. Theoc.on: Eo Str'us or 
SOIDe represer:.ts.tiYe Gf the l\E..tio::'.E-l ?<..rl: Service conceh-ed t.J.:te idee., 
D'.J.t cel'tainlJ" so fc.::-, E..:.:' the fd;li.c is concerned SenE. tor B;)":-ci WE..S the 
fil'd o"e to II'&ke the suggestion to the Preside~t c 00 lit e:;;:ter.cirlg the 
S~<:.ir;e L::,ive. 501:'th, and he W2S resp:nsible for t.'f}e first riJ:teen r:illion 
E.lloc8.ted for this proj ect • 

.L.fter the :cuggestion ws.s m::de, Governor Pollc.rd. EP::Joillted c. COI:JT.i ttee 
conposec of POWEll Glass of L:rnchburg E..nd c. ger~tlemE..n ccnnectec "ith 
t~8 ROal:lOke Times, t!:ien Ih-ing ir. S21em, both of whom are n:Jw de&d, 
2.nd rr-:,'seli'; the::'s ",ere t·...JD ot,~,er ro.e:f:berf, o.,e of '\o.t10£ TLE'J- LE..ve beEn 
Jey Johr.e of Ch2.I·lottesYille. 

General JCl!le~; t. J..no.erson, Q profef.~,c:;: at v. Y:. I., hed c.t thc::t ti.J.'Le 
been loaned to the Feceral GoveYD5€nt and W2S in ch&:::,ge of the P. V. A. 
office in RichL"ond. He and his office force had worked out thr8E 
methods whereby this Pc,::-b~E.y might be cO!lstn:.cted: first, the tit be 
built ~s 2 toll road, the cost of SE..Ee to be amortized qy the tolls 
collected; second, thc::t it be built as a joint State and Federal 
project; and, third, thc:.t it be E. Federc.l ;Jroject. entirel;}:-. 
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At the reqc;.est of our cor:mJittee, SeI1E..tor Byrd alTE:.:,.ged a meeting in 
1/2shington to consice:c this :::Jroj Ect. At thE:. t meeting there were 
~·epresentc:.tiyes from the thrE.e states, Virginia, No:''L":l Ce-.rolinc., 2nd 
Tennessee, Mr. Cwmnere:-, then the bead of the NetioI'Ll Park SerdcEl, 
the hee-d o:£' the Bure:...u of Public Roe.ds, and the head of the Forest 
i:;ervi ce. It "iiI be recalled tho t e. lot c= thh: highwE:c passed tj:-o-ugh 
'" cor-sidere.ble 8.EOunt of tlc.e NetiorJ£.l Forest l~~ich :-lE6 e~rec':!:>" beE-E 
acr~c:ired b~r the FederE.l government. Ser.Ltor B:,'rd presidEd ct thc.t 
rr;eetin.;. When Gsneru J..nderson stEted that he be.~l these threE pIe.ns 
,,;orked out, Senc:.tor Byrd 52-ie, "You m'\y pu.t thE' fi:.rst tvo undEr the 
table, and we .,'ill cC;jsider only the lc:.st one." There 'wa2 2- great 
dec.l of ent..1.usic:.sn: frorl' 1:.11 pc..rth:s cOEce::-ned, and it was um:niInoL;.sl:,­
:o..grecd bJr that group thc:.t the P",rb;ty be built e.t the D::DenSe of the 
FederE~ government. 

-V;her: ....8 left the:. t :rr:eetin£;, I recE-ll sc:.yirlg to Sene.tor Byrd, with \-morr, 
I bapfJened to be wc:.lking, "Earr;y, ::10 you Lcink you Cb n get Congress to 
E..ppropriate sixteen rr.:illion dcllcrf; for tLis project?r. to which he 
replied, Itl-ie GO;::' t he.. ve tc; &s1: Cc:rlbress for Eer.;yth:'ng. Tte President 
hc.s alrec:..dy authorized Secret5.ry Icl:es to spend ID8.11J" rd.1Iior:s of 
dolla.C"s to put the unemployec bELcl: to work, an:: this prcj ect s.""J.odc 
COllie 'DJder thot heed. It 1-" s I fur'ther rec8.11 it, ~ DE.. tor B~:rrd went that 
S&me day to Secretc:..ry Ickes' office &DD. Secretary Ickes agreed and 
did O.K. the e:;:penditure of the sixteen U'-illion collE~rs to complete 
this project; I believe it was forty thoc;.sE:nd dollars 0. mile. 

The ccndition WRS th2.t the three sta.tes through which this hi;hway would 
p2.SS would furnish the rights of ~BY, This of course took some time 
c:..nd, before the work got wEll under ~c.y, the cost of construction 
pyramided so rapidly that th~ sixteen ~llion ....as not ne2.~ly enough 
to co~plete the project, and whb.t has been expended since thb.t tixe 
hcs been approprib.ted bJ- C::.ngress from time to time. 

there h've been several efforts made to prove that persons other than 
Senator Byrd e.re rE.spcnsible for the beginning of this project. SOllie 
ti.r4e EegO it w2.s }roposec:. b-'.f representE tives froI:l North C",rolina--:; r. fb.ct, 
I believe a bill was introduced--that the nRmE of the Blue fcidge P arb:c.y 
be chc~nged to Daughton Pc:.l'1-::w::r • It ...as sc.id &t thE.t time th2.t Ccnbress­
man Daughton from North Carolina w&s priffiarily responsible for the 
building of this high"YE.j-. I took the ~atter up with Senator Byrd and 
w&s prep~red to publish c. stEtement to correct that, but in the ~eE.ntiffie 

COIlgreSSffi&n Dc.ughton asked that the bill be 'Hithdra,,-n, and Sene.tor 
B;yrd edvised that .·ie not push the m.~tter further. 

I can reaGily understana Sena.tor Byrd's f&ilure to recall the suggestion 
that it might be built as E. toll ro&d, as this was not really discussed 
at the meeting, although GenErE.l Anderson and his force h8C spent some 
time working out the plan .;hereby that might be done. I might add that 
I have just discussed this w~th Gener&l Anderson, who is now the 
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Vi~gir~a. st~te highw~y Co~ssioner, ~nd his recollection fully 
coincides with rrdne. 

The General Assembly of Vi~;iru2, on Marct l~, 1936, pas2ed an act 
Euthorizing the St2te tiigh"<3.y Depc:rtmer-t to ccqcire the rights of 
~&y, ~J gift, plirchese, condemr~tion, or othe~~~se. This BCt is 
publishec in the Acts of the Virgiri£. J._sse:rr.bly of 1936, page 279. 
I w~~ £. me~oer of the Sen&te et th2t time and assisted in getting 
this bill p2ssed. If you care to see this act, it CE:.n no c\oubt be 
f'oClnc: ::'n c.lmost 1i.!1y attorr.ey's office in Roe.nol:e. YOE ,,:ill notice 
thc:t this ast refers to t~1e bhenanc.oc:.h GreEt Srr,oky ~ountains 

1~2.ticnal Park"T~. I don't recc.ll ",-her. or by .,horr: the name i-T2.S 

changed to the Blue Ridge Parh-c:y, but I thiYL1.c it waE c.one b-j the 
1~2tional Perk bervice. 

If I can give ;you 2n3T further infcr.rn.:. tion, :JleE..sE dOT]1 t hed tc.te to 
c2.11 on me. 

Ve~r sincerely yours, 

cc Honor2.ble H2rrJ F. Byrd 
cc General J~es A. Anderson 
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